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the prestige of the Tuskegee Airmen, Lt.
Spann was proud to have played a part in
President Harry Truman’s decision in 1948 to
abolish segregation in all branches of the U.S.
military.

Lt. Spann returned home as a decorated
war veteran. He received the Air Medal, the
Presidential Unit Citation, the World War Il
Victory Medal, the American Campaign Rib-
bon, and the European/African/Middle Eastern
Campaign Ribbon for his honorable and cou-
rageous service.

After leaving active duty in 1946, Lt. Spann
wanted to become a commercial pilot. How-
ever, he was confronted with racial discrimina-
tion in the airline industry and never received
his chance to fly again. It wasn’t until 1963
that the U.S. Supreme Court ordered major
commercial airlines to hire African-American
pilots. Lt. Spann was inducted into the New
Jersey Aviation Hall of Fame at Teterboro Air-
port in 2006. In 2007, he was among the
Tuskegee Airmen who were collectively given
the Congressional Gold Medal by President
George W. Bush.

It is an honor for me to represent the 9th
Congressional District of New Jersey, which
includes Lt. Spann’s hometown of Rutherford.
He leaves a legacy that is truly a story of his
times, a story of heroism and courage even in
the face of his own countrymen who tried to
keep him out of the air. In the end, Lt. Calvin
Spann became a fighter pilot who defended
our nation in its ultimate struggle, truly the
epitome of our ‘greatest generation.’

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing and commemorating
the life achievements of individuals such as Lt.
Calvin Spann.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Lt. Spann’s family and friends, all
those whose lives he has touched, and me, in

recognizing the life of Lieutenant Calvin
Spann.
——
HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1835 BY
CAPRIGLIONE
HON. ROGER WILLIAMS
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 11, 2015

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, | submit the

following resolution as a memorial.
RESOLUTION

Whereas, Many airports, especially those
in congested urban areas, are near or over
their capacities, and such inadequate infra-
structure causes long delays, reduced cus-
tomer service, negative impacts on the econ-
omy, and bottlenecks throughout our entire
national air transportation system; and

Whereas, Implementation of the Next Gen-
eration Air Transportation System
(NextGen) would help make air travel even
safer and more convenient and environ-
mentally friendly by enhancing the -effi-
ciency of airports and airspace procedures;
and

Whereas, The long list of airport improve-
ments encompassed in NextGen includes per-
formance-based navigation flight procedures,
improved surface management systems, re-
duced aircraft exhaust emissions, and tech-
nology upgrades that bolster all-weather ac-
cess to airports; and

Whereas, Airport operators must be in-
volved in the development of NextGen capa-
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bilities in and around their airports from in-
ception to execution to ensure noise and
other environmental factors that affect their
communities are appropriately considered;
and

Whereas, The latest Future Airport Capac-
ity Task study prepared by the FAA indi-
cates that many of the nation’s busiest air-
ports, including George Bush International
Airport in Houston, will require new run-
ways to meet projected capacity needs in the
coming years even with NextGen, and these
findings highlight the critical importance of
taking all reasonable steps to reduce airport
congestion; and

Whereas, Airports across the nation are
ready to work with the FAA, industry part-
ners, the communities they serve, and the
U.S. Congress to implement NextGen in
order to equip our air transportation system
to meet the demands of the 21st century:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 84th Texas Legislature hereby
express its support for the implementation of
the Next Generation Air Transportation Sys-
tem; and, be it further

Resolved, That the chief clerk forward offi-
cial copies of this resolution to the president
of the United States, to hold the adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, to the president of the Senate and
speaker of the House of Representatives of
the United States Congress, and to all the
members of the Texas delegation to Congress
with the request that this resolution be en-
tered in the Congressional Record as a me-
morial to the Congress of the United States
of America.

RECOGNIZING VETERANS’ VOICES
AWARD RECIPIENT BOB DETTMER

HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 11, 2015

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate State Representative,
and former colleague of mine, Bob Dettmer of
Forest Lake for being named a recipient of the
Veterans’ Voices Legacy Award.

Bob served his country in the United States
Army Reserve and is a 25-year veteran. He
was a Military Intelligence Warrant Officer and
served on active duty in both “Operation En-
during Freedom” and “Operation Iraqi Free-
dom.”

In addition to his military service, Bob has
served as a teacher and head wrestling coach
at Forest Lake High School for 34 years.

In 2006, Bob was elected to the Minnesota
State House of Representatives, where he is
currently serving as the Chair of the Veterans
Affairs Division. He has also worked tirelessly
on several veterans’ bills.

Outside of his work representing his district
in the Minnesota Legislature, Bob serves on
the Board of Directors for STARBASE and is
a co-chair of the Childhood Obesity Working
Group as well as the Military Action Group.

Bob has dedicated his entire life to serving
his country and those around him. It is an
honor to know him and to have worked with
him. Bob states that he is working towards
making Minnesota even more “veteran friend-
ly” and | would say that he is well on his way
to accomplishing this goal. This award is well
deserved.

September 11, 2015

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1508 BY
KING OF UVALDE

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 11, 2015

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, | submit the

following resolution as a memorial.
RESOLUTION

Whereas, A sustainable agricultural sys-
tem is crucial to the continued production of
food, feed, and fiber to meet both domestic
and global demand; and

Whereas, In the United States, the agri-
culture and food production industries em-
ploy precision farming equipment, crop pro-
tection chemistries, genetic engineering or
enhancement, agricultural nutrients, and
other modern technologies; such advanced
practices protect the safety of the public and
reduce environmental impact while expand-
ing yields, improving profitability, and en-
suring an abundant and affordable food sup-
ply; and

Whereas, Agricultural pests present sig-
nificant dangers to the industry and to glob-
al supplies of the products they attack; ac-
cordingly, the environmental risks of for-
going advances in agricultural technologies
that protect crops are severe; excessive regu-
lation may scuttle or discourage the use of
agricultural chemicals that could improve
human welfare; and

Whereas, Crop protection is among the
most studied and highly regulated of all in-
dustries, at both the state and federal levels;
the use of sound science should be the bed-
rock of our nation’s regulatory scheme for
the agriculture and food production indus-
tries, as these industries are critical to the
economic vitality of Texas and the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 84th Texas Legislature hereby
express support for the use of sound science
to study and regulate such modern agricul-
tural technologies as crop protection chem-
istries, genetically engineered or enhanced
traits, and nutrients; and, be it further

Resolved, That the Texas House of Rep-
resentatives express opposition to legislative
or regulatory action at any level that may
result in unnecessary restrictions on the use
of modern agricultural technologies; and, be
it further

Resolved, That the chief clerk forward offi-
cial copies of this resolution to the president
of the United States, to the president of the
Senate and the speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States Congress,
and to all the members of the Texas delega-
tion to Congress with the request that this
resolution be entered in the Congressional
Record as a memorial to the Congress of the
United States of America.

———

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE 14TH
ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER
11TH, 2001

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 11, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
join my colleagues in recognizing and com-
memorating the 14th anniversary of the at-
tacks on our homeland on September 11,
2001.

The years that have passed since that day
have not dimmed my memory or diminished
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